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THE FAMILY OF WILLIAM PENN. 

BY HOWARD M. JENKINS. 

(Continued from page 97.) 
XII. WILLIAM PENN, THIRD, AND HIS DESCENDANTS. 

The several family lines descended from William Penn 
the Founder have now all heen traced except one, — that re- 
sulting from the marriage of his grandson, "William Penn, 
3d, and Christian Forbes. In the present chapter it is 
proposed to follow this line to existing generations. 

William Penn, 3d, son of William Penn, Jr., and his 
wife, Mary Jones, was born at Worminghurst, March 21, 
1702/3. The allusion to his birth, " we are now major, minor, 
and minimus," in a letter from the Founder to Logan, may 
be recalled. His childhood and youth were probably passed 
largely in the care of his mother and of his step-grand- 
mother, Hannah Penn. He was seventeen years old at the 
death of his father, 1720. When a young man he appears 
to have spent some time in Ireland. 1 In 1730/1 the death 
of his elder brother, Springett Penn, unmarried, brought to 
him the heirship of the remaining estates of the elder line. 
They included the old estate, " Shangarry," in Ireland, with 
which he was especially associated during the remaining 
years of his life, and a place in Sussex, in England, " The 
Rocks," which I presume to have been a remnant from 
the inheritance of the Founder's first wife, Gulielma Maria 
Springett, whose possession descended in the elder line. 

Following upon his succession, the first event of impor- 

1 A letter to him from Thomas Penn, in London, March 5, 1729/30, is 
addressed to " William Penn, Esq., at Thomas Griffith's, Apothecary, on 
the Blind Key, in Dublin, Ireland." It begins " Dear Will." 
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tance — and an interesting one — was his marriage, on the 
7th of Tenth month (December), 1732, to Christian, daugh- 
ter of Alexander and Jane Forbes. The certificate fol- 
lows : 

The 7th of the io Mo. 1732. 

WILLIAM PENN of Kingston Bowrey in the County of Sussex 
Esq, son of William Penn late of Worminghurst in the said County 
Esq. Deceased, & Mary his wife him surviving and CHRISTIAN 
FORBES daughter of Alexander Forbes of London, merchant, & Jane 
his wife, Having publickly declared their intentions of taking each 
other in marriage before several meetings of the people of God called 
Quakers in Wandsworth in the County of Surry according to the good 
order used amongst them whose proceedings therein after due enquiry 
and deliberate consideration thereof with regard unto the righteous Law 
of God were allowed by the said meetings they appearing clear of all 
others and having consent of Parents & Relations concern'd. NOW 
THESE ARE TO CERTIFIE all whom it may concern that for 
the full accomplishing of their s d marriage this 7th day of the month 
called December in the year 1732 They the s d William Penn and 
Christian Forbes appeared in a publick assembly of the aforesaid people, 
& others met together for that end in their meeting house near Devon- 
shire Square in London. And in a solemn manner he the said William 
Penn taking the s d Christian Forbes by the hand did openly declare as 
followeth. Friends in the presence of God & this assembly whom I 
desire to be my witnesses I take this my Dear Friend Christian Forbes 
to be my wife promising by Divine Assistance to be to her a faithful 
& loving husband till by death we are separated. And then & there 
in the said Assembly the said Christian Forbes did in like manner de- 
clare as followeth, Friends in the fear of God & presence of this 
Assembly whom I desire to be my witnesses I take this my Friend 
William Penn to be my husband & promise by the Lord's Assistance to 
be unto him a faithful & loving wife till by death we are separated. 
And the said William Penn & Christian Forbes as a farther confirmation 
thereof & in testimony thereunto, did then & there to these Presents 
set their hands. 

We whose names are hereunto ( William Penn. 
subscribed being present (. Christian Forbes. 

Among others at the solemnizing of the above said Marriage & sub- 
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scription in manner aforesaid as witnesses hereunto have also to these 
presents subscribed our names the day & year above written. 

Ann Forbes Eliz Knight 

Alex. Forbes Jun. Martha Stafford 

Priscilla Barclay 

James Barclay 

Martha Moys 

Richd Moys 

Win, Hughes 

Nat Cole 

Jesse Poole 

Phil. Elliot 

Osgood Gee 

[and many more] 



Jo. Coysgarne 
Eliz. Coysgarne 
Da. Barclay 
Mary Banks 
Joseph Todd 
Is. Collinson 
Tho. Richardson 
Mary Hodges 
Jno. Wilson 
Rt. Gerard 
Mary Falconer 
Alex. Barclay 
Eliz. Barclay 



Mary Penn 
Alexr Forbes 
Jane Forbes 
Jno. Forbes 
Barbara Forbes 
James Hoskins 
Jno. Trubshaw 
Win. Howard 
Tho. Poole 
Tho. Zachary 
Eliz. Wells 
Eliz. Charter 
Patience Barclay 
Jno. Falkner. 



[Certified to be an Extract from the Register, numbered Society of 
Friends 958, and entitled a Register of Marriages formerly kept by the 
Society of Friends at the Monthly Meeting at Kingston. — From the 
General Register Office, Somerset House, London.] 

This was, it will be seen, strictly a Friends' wedding. 
The departure from the Society of William Penn, Jr., after 
his visit to Philadelphia in 1704, had probably influenced 
his wife and children also, and Gulielma Maria (Fell), as we 
have seen, was " publicly baptized" in St. Paul, Covent Gar- 
den, in 1723 or 1724.. In the present case, however, William, 
deeply in love with " Chrissie" Forbes, returned, for a time 
at least, to the faith of his great ancestor. A letter from 
his uncle John Penn to Thomas Penn (then in Pennsyl- 
vania), from Feens, 1st October, 1732, makes this announce- 
ment: 

"My Coz" Will Penn has cutt of his buttons, Left of his Sword & 
Ruffles, & appears a plain Quaker, he will Certainly be marry'd very 
soon at Meeting to Miss Chrissie Forbes." 



And a few weeks later we have another letter from John 
to Thomas, dated at Feens, 28th January, 1732/3, the fol- 
lowing passage savoring, one must admit, something of 

levity : 

" I must begin with acquainting you of the Conversion and Marriage 
of our Nephew Wm Penn, with the daughter of Alexander Forbes, 
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which was Solemnized on the 7th of Last Month at Devonshire house 
Meeting before a numerous Assembly to the Consolation of Thousands 
of the Bighteous, who are full of the Prophecy of Eobert Haddock the 
last Yearly Meeting was Twelve Months, which was that in Two years 
time the Young man should be made a Brave Instrument in the hand of 
the Lord for the Conversion of many, therefore it is believed that in the 
next Yearly Meeting he will come forth in a Powerfull manner." 

The marriage, indeed, had encountered other impediments 
than those which could he removed by the laying aside of 
sword and ruffles. "William was not clear of prior engage- 
ments of marriage. He had, it seems, entered into a matri- 
monial contract, more or less formal, in Ireland, with a 
young lady named Ann Mansell, " and his intended bride 
had to listen," in the Friends' meeting at "Wandsworth (near 
London), " to the reading of documents connected with his 
former love affair, including a full release from Ann Man- 
sell and her family, in consideration of "William Penn's 
having paid £1000 in compensation for his breach of 
promise." 1 

The bride, Christian Forbes, is described as a lovely girl 
of a notably pious character. She was quite young — in her 
eighteenth year — at the time of her marriage. Her father, 
Alexander Forbes, was a son of John Forbes, of Aquorthies, 
near Aberdeen, in Scotland, and her mother, Jean, was a 
daughter of Eobert Barclay, of Ury, author of the famous 
Quaker book the " Apology." Between these two families, 
Forbes and Barclay, very intimate relations existed : three 
sons of John Forbes (Timothy, James, and Alexander) had 
married three daughters of Robert Barclay (Patience, Cath- 
arine, and Jean). Aquorthies and TJry are neighboring es- 
tates, and in the Quaker movement in the later half of the 
seventeenth century both families had earnestly joined. 2 

1 Beck and Ball's " London Yearly Meetings," p. 323. 

2 In the social and ecclesiastical friction that was evolved, members of 
both families had been imprisoned in the gaol at Aberdeen, and had suf- 
fered some losses of property. The Barclays, Eobert and his father 
Colonel David, are well known in many ways ; Besse, in his " Sufferings" 
of the Friends, mentions John Forbes, of Aquorthies, as in prison at 
Aberdeen, 1677, and as otherwise persecuted. 
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The young bride was descended through her mother's 
family, the Barclays, from the royal family of the Stuarts. 
Kobert Barclay's mother, the wife of Colonel David Barclay, 
of Ury, who served under Gustavus Adolphus in the Thirty 
Years' "War, 1 was Lady Catharine Gordon, daughter of Sir 
Kobert Gordon, who was the second son of the Earl of 
Sutherland, and a cousin to King James VI. of Scotland, 
who became James I. of the United Kingdom. 2 

The married life of William Penn, 3d, and his young 
wife was, however, pathetically brief. She died inside the 
year (November 1, 1733) of illness following upon the birth 
of her child, a daughter, on the 22d of October. Her 
funeral occurred at Jordans ground on the 7th of the 
month. The journal of Rebekah Butterfield says, " 7th of 
9th month, 1733. Daniel Bell and John Fallowfield was at 
Jordans, att y e burial of William Pen's wife, daughter of 
Alex. Forbes." The daughter, Christiana Gulielma Penn, 
survived, and it is through her, subsequently married to 
Peter Gaskell, that all the Penn descendants of the elder 
line are derived. There is a sketch of the mother, Christian 
(Forbes) Penn, in "Piety Promoted," Part X., London 
(1810), edited by Joseph Gurney Bevan, — a collection of 
Quaker memorials, — in which her religious character is 
highly extolled. Her age at her death is stated as eighteen 
years and a quarter. 

Christiana Gulielma Penn, the daughter, was reared in 
the family of her grandfather Forbes, at Dowgate Hill, the 
London home, and at Aquorthies. Letters show that for 
some time, at least, Alexander Forbes took a helpful interest, 
as his large means enabled him to do, in his son-in-law. 

1 Whittier's poem, " Barclay of Tlry/' and its lines — 

"him who stood 
Ankle deep in Lutzen's Wood 
With the brave Gustavus"— 
are familiar. 

2 Through this marriage of Colonel David Barclay to Lady Catharine 
Gordon their descendants trace their descent back through all the 
English kings, beginning with Eichard II., to Alfred. (Browning's 
"Americans of Eoyal Descent," edition of 1894, p 554.) 
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John Penn, in the letter to Thomas, January 28, 1732/3, 
already cited, says, — 

" I am very sorry it is not in my Power to Satisfy my Coz n William 
Penn, but it is not, without acting very much to my disadvantage, where- 
fore he must Stay [wait] which I hope he can do, for some time, for he 
lives now with Alexander Forbess, & is at very little Expence." 

In the adjustment of the Proprietary rights in 1731 (after 
the death of Springett Penn), John, Thomas, and Eichard 
Penn gave William Penn, 3d, five thousand five hundred 
pounds for his claim, secured by a mortgage on the Penn- 
sylvania proprietorship. On this mortgage Alexander 
Forbes lent William Penn two thousand five hundred 
pounds. (The mortgage was finally extinguished by the 
three Proprietaries, January 29, 1740. 1 ) In a letter to John 
Penn, from London, April 20, 1736, asking for interest due 
" last midsummer," on the mortgage, Alexander Forbes men- 
tions his need for it, as he is helping William Penn to raise 
some money immediately, his affairs being in such shape 
" that there is a necessity," etc. Alexander Forbes, it may be 
added here, died May 25, 1740. The Gentleman's Magazine 
records the death, under that date, of " Mr. Alex. Forbes, 
London Merchant, of great Worth and Reputation." 2 

William Penn, 3d, married a second time, Twelfth month 
(February) 13, 1736/7, Ann Vaux. 3 She was the daughter 
of Isaac Vaux, of London, and granddaughter of George 
Vaux, of Reigate, mentioned by Besse in his " Sufferings" 
of the Friends, as fined, etc., in 1683. Ann's uncle, George 
Vaux, a physician of Reigate, who died 1741, was a dis- 
tinguished linguist and antiquarian. 

This second marriage was marred, as was the first, by 

1 Breviate in the Boundary Case, pp. 447, 448, 462, 504. 

s Several of the Forbes family, Mr. Summers says (" Memories of Jor- 
dans and the Chalfonts"), lie buried at Jordans. 

3 A letter dated a few months earlier, July 20, 1736, at Battersea, from 
William Penn, 3d, to Thomas Penn, then in Pennsylvania, is published 
in The Literary Era, Philadelphia, May, 1898. It is a well-expressed 
communication, and refers mainly to the Pennsbury Manor property in 
Pennsylvania. 
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unlooked-for circumstances, but of a different sort. "William 
and Ann appear to have removed to Ireland, and they were 
living in Cork in March, 1738, when a son was born. The 
Friends' records of Cork contain this entry : 

" Springett Penn, son of William Penn, and Anne his wife, was born 
at their dwelling-house in Ballyphechane, in the South Liberties of the 
County of this City, between the hours of 8 and 9 in the evening, the 
first day of the First Month, 1738. 

" N. B, — The above memorial was delivered me by the hand of Wil- 
liam, the father of the above Springett, and desired it may be registered 
in this book. — Joshua Wight." 

The matrimonial troubles of William and Ann must have 
followed soon. Apparently she left him and went to Lon- 
don, and he charged her with one of the gravest of offences. 
A letter from him, in January, 1741/2, is among the collec- 
tion preserved by Thomas Penn. It is addressed to Thomas 
Penn, who was then in Pennsylvania : 

" Db Uncle Thomas 

" I wrote thee two lett™ in answ r to thine from Plymouth & Philadel- 
phia. I hope thou hast received them both w ch I have no ace' of yet ; 
I hear that thou hast money of mine in thy hands, if so, I desire thee to 
let me know w' y e sum is that I may give thee a proper rec' for it and 
have it lodged in y" hands of Freame & Barclay, in Lombard Street, be- 
cause it may prevent my remitting money from here in order to carry on 
a suit I have in Doctors' Commons for a divorce, y 8 occasion of w 011 1 
presume thou hast heard of, therefore I begg a speedy answ r to this, for 
y" Term is drawing on apace & I must supply my Proctor by a remittance 
from hence in case thou had no money due to me, or that should not be 
sufficient. I am, w tt my d r love to you all, 

" Thy very aff tB kinsman, 

" Wm Penn 

"Dublin, Jany 12"> 1741 

" I directed my former letters to y 8 Pennsylvania coffee house." 

"William Penn, 3d, continued to live in Ireland until his 
death. Letters to Thomas Penn, in 1741, are dated at 
Dublin ; they represent his desire to sell his interest in the 
Pennsbury estate in Pennsylvania (which was not, how- 
ever, accomplished), and mention "my house at the Rocks, 
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in Sussex." A note from Thomas Penn, at Kensington, 
January 5, 1743, addressed " To the Housekeeper at Wm. 
Penn Esq.'s House at the Rocks," says, — 

" I have sent the bearer Danl Chandler down to view the underwood 
belonging to the Bocks Farm, by order of my Nephew, and send this to 
desire you will provide for him and his horse at the house while he 
stays." a 

Further letters from William Penn, 3d, to Thomas Penn 
disclose facts of interest. April 20, 1746, he writes from 
Cork, speaking of the death of his aunt Letitia Aubrey, 
and the provisions of her will ; he mention that his own 
plate is in pawn " with Benn : Pike" for thirty pounds. A 
few days later, April 29, he again writes from Cork, — 

"... I received yours, with a copy of the Inventory of Aunt Au- 
brey's Goods. I desire the Beds, Quilts, & Blankets, all of y e Linen and 
all of y e Plate 2 may be sent hither to me soon as possible. Burches 

1 On the back of this Ann Mercer (the housekeeper, no doubt) notes- 
the receipt of ten shillings " for Danl. Chandler's charges at the Bock 
Farm." 

2 The plate belonging to Letitia Aubrey does not appear to have been 
divided until some time later. The following memorandum is in the 
Penn papers : 

"An account of Plate belonging to y e Estate of Mrs. Letitia Aubrey, 
deseased, & divided this seventh day of July, 1749, between William 
Penn Esq' deceased and Mrs. Christiana Gulielma Penn, the residuary 
legatees : 

" To Mr. William Penn for his share : 

"One Sawspan, a porringer, 2 candle-sticks, snuffers, and stand; a 
punch ladle, 2 salts, 6 spoons, a punch straner, a purs spring and hook, 
a milk pott, 23 medals and coins. Weighing one hundred and twenty 
ounces, at 5s. 3d. £31 10s. 

" To Mrs. Christiana Gulielma Penn for her share : 

" One coffee pott, 3 castors, a hand candle-stick, a porringer, a soup 
ladle, a skimmer, 2 wax candlesticks, a tea Canister, a spoon boat, a 
child's sawspan, 2 salts, 1 Extinguisher, a silver cha. and frame, 1 
bobin case and thimble, 1 snuff-box, 8 teaspoons, a tongs, and straner ; 
a nutmeg grater, 2 ink horns, a plain box, 3 small box's, a clasp, a 
purs spring, a watch hook, a bodkin, a pensil, 14 medals and coines. 
Weighing one hundred and twenty ounces. 

" Gold, viz. : a Gold box, a pincushin, hoop & chain e ; 2 morning 
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will take y" trouble of getting them shipped & Dispose of y e rem 4 ' 
upon as good terms as possible. Y e money arising thence, as well as y e 
ready money left Chrissy [his daughter] and me I desire may be re- 
mitted into Ben : Pike's hands. [He concludes] with dear love to all 
yo r family as if named, yo r very aff ,e kinsman & sincere friend." 

August 5, 1746, lie writes to Thomas Penn, asking news 
of his uncle John Penn (who died October 25 following), 
for whom he expresses affection; nothing, he says, keeps 
him from going to see him " but a wicked woman, worse 
than all earthly things, who stands in the way and hinders 
me." 1 He asks Thomas to address him "at Shannagarry, 
near Middleton, as usual." Finally, December 24, 1746, 
he writes to Thomas Penn, presenting condolences on 
John's death, and says, — 

" It is no time to trouble thee about business, w 011 1 shall omit. I am 
indeed in a very indifferent state of health myself, a Scorbutick humour 
attended w tt a Dropsical one. I'm heartily concerned at the misfortunes 
of Aunt MargV 

This letter very shortly preceded his own death. The 
Friends' records at Cork state, — 

" William Penn died at his house at Shangarry, about 15 miles from 
Cork, of a dropsy, 12 month [February] 6, 1746/7." 

His will was dated 17th of Tenth month (December), 
1743, and appears not to have been proved in England until 
March 15, 1760, when his son Springett presented it as ex- 
ecutor. 2 The will appoints John Penn and Thomas Penn 
guardians of the children during the minority of Springett, 

rings, 6 pieces of gold coins, a tag and mask bead. Weighing 4 ounces, 

4 dwts., at £3 13s. an ounce. Val. £15 6s. 6d. 
" 6 shell teaspoons garnished with silver — 9. 
" Weighed and valued by me, Eichard Langton." 
[A memorandum is appended of some articles purchased by E. L.] 

1 This suggests that in the proceedings between the pair the legal 
situation made it inexpedient for William to come into England. 
Whether the strong expression he applies to his wife was justified I do 
not undertake to say. 

2 Memorandum on copy of will in Friends' collections at Devonshire 
House, London. 
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and he to be' executor when he shall attain the age of twenty- 
one. To the widow "William leaves one shilling, and states 
his reason for this with candor : " Whereas my present wife, 
Ann Penn, otherwise Vaux, some years ago eloped from me, 
and hath ever since continued without any reasonable Cause 
to live separate from me . . . whereby I am advised that she 
hath forfeited all Right to Dower and Thirds out of my Real 
& Personal Estate," etc. 

Springett Penn, the son of William, 3d, and Ann, then a 
boy eight years old, appears to have been at school at Lis- 
more, Ireland, at his father's death. Thomas Lowder, the 
master, wrote, February 23, 1746/7, to Thomas Penn, asking 
instructions, especially in case the mother should claim the 
boy. Later other letters and statements of account fol- 
lowed. A letter from Lowder to Thomas Penn, August 17, 
1747, says of the lad, " He is indeed a very tractable and 
hopeful child, with the best capacity. His dutiful respects 
he desires may be sent to you." June 30, 1748, Thomas 
Penn sends £29 10s. 3d. to pay Lowder's bill for a year's 
tuition, board, clothes, etc. Replying to this, Lowder 
writes, July 7, and says Springett has now been two years 
under his care ; he cannot write much, he says, and this is 
pretty well evidenced by a letter of duty on the same sheet 
from Springett, — a very juvenile attempt, in large characters. 
Later Springett was sent to school to Gilbert Thompson, at 
" Sankey," and a letter from him, dated there November 
15, 1749, is much improved in all respects. He seems, 
from allusions in a letter of Thompson's to the weakness 
of his legs, etc., not to have been in vigorous health. In 
November, 1750, Thompson writes to Thomas Penn that 
the boy set off in the stage-coach that morning for " home," 
and " should arrive at the Bell Inn, in Wood street, either 
on 6th day or 7th at the furthest, being the 23d or 24th inst, 
as the roads may be." 

Thomas Penn no doubt had charge of Springett and of 
his affairs. Ann Mercer, housekeeper at " The Rocks," 
sends Thomas an estimate of repairs, January 4, 1749, dated 
" Rocks House." The brew-house and grainary, she says, 
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need attention. " The house wants tyling, I am obliged to 
set many things about to catch the water, it should have 
been done last summer, but I suppose thee forgot it." In 
a note from Thomas Hyam & Son, London, November 10, 
1751, to Thomas Penn, they notify him that they have 
bought, " according to thy order," a lottery ticket, No. 
14,242, " for which we were obliged to give £12 lis. 'Tis 
an extravagant price, but they have been at £12 14s. this 
afternoon ; the Eagerness of People after them is quite sur- 
prizing." On the letter a memorandum in another hand, 
doubtless that of Thomas Penn, says, — 

" This ticket is for the benefit of 
Springet Penn 

Philadelphia Hannah Freame 
William Branson Hockley, & 
his sister Mary Hockley." 

Whether it drew a prize is not stated ; we fear not. 

The relations later of Springett Penn and his uncle 
Thomas were not uniformly cordial. April 25, 1760, 
Springett writes to Thomas, from Ealing, and after a brief 
condolence on "your great loss" (Thomas's son William 
had died only the day before), quickly turns to business, 
and concludes, "Therefore, sir, must desire that you let 
me have in three days at the farthest, all my papers with- 
out exception, that there may be no more troubles, delays, or 
mistakes whatsoever." To this Thomas sent an indignant, 
brief answer, from "Marybone, April 26;" he charges 
Springett with "ingratitude" and "inhumanity:" "am now," 
he says, " attending the body of my son, and cannot think 
of any business of my own till he is interred," nor that of 
any one. He desires to break off all further communication, 
and directs Springett to send to Mr. Heaton, his attorney. 
Later, May 6, Springett writes from " Broad Street Build- 
ings" that his attorney is Mr. Thomas Life, at that address. 
" I hope," he says, " my Aunt and Cousins are well, and I 
am y r dutiful Nephew." To this Thomas replied that he 
had sent the deeds to Mr. Heaton, " this morning, and have 
desired he will confer with Mr. Life about your affairs." 
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Again, May 27, Springett writes from Great Ealing, desiring 
an interview, and this Thomas writes declining, referring 
him to his attorney, "as I have met with a Treatment from 
you I think very improper, and that it is owing to your 
heing under an influence which I think is not for your 
honour or service." l 

Later correspondence indicates an improvement of re- 
lations. A letter from Springett at Dublin, June 16, 
1764, speaks of an offer from Thomas for his interest in 
Pennsbury. Finally, this last male bearing the name of 
Penn, descended from William Penn and Gulielma Maria 

1 There is a letter from Benjamin Franklin, in London, May 9, 1761, 
to Edward Penington, Philadelphia, in which the writer — who would 
have much regretted to overlook any serious defects of Thomas Penn — 
explains at length the representations made to him by " Mr. Springett 
Penn," who he says is " a very sensible, discreet young man, with ex- 
cellent dispositions." The substance of the letter is that Springett be- 
lieves his uncle Thomas has tried to keep him ignorant of his property 
rights, in order, he intimates, to defraud him. Springett particularly 
wants to know about a manor of seventy -five thousand acres on the Sus- 
quehanna, said to have been surveyed for his uncle Springett, 2d, by Sir 
William Keith, and he wishes to know the value of Pennsbury, the full 
title to which Uncle Thomas is desirous to acquire. The following passage 
from the letter may be given in full : 

"There has by his account been something very mysterious in the 
conduct of his uncle, Mr. Thomas Penn, towards him. He was his 
guardian ; but instead of endeavoring to educate him at home, under 
his eye, in a manner becoming the elder branch of their house, has 
from his infancy been endeavoring to get rid of him. He first proposed 
sending him to the East Indies. When that was declined he had a 
scheme of sending him to Russia ; but the young gentleman's mother 
absolutely refusing to let him go out of the kingdom, unless to Penn- 
sylvania, to be educated at the college there, he would by no means 
hear of his going thither, but bound him an apprentice to a country 
attorney, in an obscure part of Sussex, which, after two years' stay, 
finding that he was taught nothing valuable, nor could see any company 
that might improve him he left, and returned to his mother, with whom 
he has been ever since, much neglected by his uncle," etc. 

These statements bear all the marks of being inspired by Ann Penn. 
It is very likely that Thomas had suggested plans to get the boy away 
from her, which she thwarted. That Thomas wished to defraud his 
ward, I do not suppose. (The letter is in Bigelow's " Franklin," Vol. I. 
p. 422. — It seems more appropriate for the date to be 1760.) 
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Springett, died unmarried, at Dublin, in November, 1766. 
His mother wrote from that city on the 11th of that month 
to Thomas Penn, — 

"Sir: 

" I have taken the earliest opportunity my present Indisposition would 
admitt of acquainting you with the Irreparable loss I have sustained by 
the Death of my Son. He had for a considerable time a most violent 
cough, attended with symptoms of a Decay, which ultimately terminated 
in Consumption that nothing the Physicians of this Kingdom could 
Prescribe would stop. His Will has been opened, whereby he has left 
me all his Beall and Personall Fortune in Ireland and America. Nothing 
could Induce me to write in my Present afflicted Situation but the Re- 
spect I shall allways Endeavor to shew to his Relations that is in the 
power of 

"Sir, Y r Humble Serv' 

"Ann Penn." 

Same to same, Dublin, November 29, 1766, — 

[She is obliged by his letter of the 20th] " particularly by your prof- 
fers of information and services respecting affairs in Pennsylvania. I 
must take y" liberty of setting you right in regard to Pennsbury, for all 
remainders to that Estate were barred by my son, by a recovery suffered 
by him under the directions and conduct of Mr. Life and Mr. Pening- 
ton ; y e former can give you full satisfaction in those particulars. I lodge 
at Mrs. Keson's, in York street, where," etc. 

Same to same, February 18, 1767, acknowledging one 
from Thomas Penn of January 31, — 

" I always considered Mr. Life as Mr. Penn's adviser in business. [He 
is the proper person to advise T. P. of the steps taken to cut off the en- 
tail of the American estates. Mr. Penington had written (from Penn- 
sylvania) that] every matter was completed. [She will sell her estate in 
America] for the purpose of discharging a large debt contracted by my 
son, as well as the heavy one due Mr. Gaskell, with which the Irish 
■estate is encumbered." [She wishes to be on a good footing with her 
son's family, but complains much of " Mr. Gaskell," and goes at length 
into details.] 

Same to same, Dublin, March 14, 1767, — 

" Since my last to you I have been married to Mr. Alexander Durdin, 
an attorney of this City." [She now does not wish to sell the Pennsyl- 
vania property. She had given Mr. Penington power of attorney to sell 
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it. Mr. Durdin has gone on circuit, and will be back by the middle of 
April. He is not himself inclined to go to Pennsylvania ; he is busy, 
and his business profitable.] 

And this closes Mrs. Vaux-Penn-Durdin's letters. Inside 
a month she had quitted the scene. Edward Scriven 
(probably a lawyer) writes from Dublin, April 16, 1767, to 
Thomas Penn, saying her marriage was unknown in advance 
to him or others conversant with her son's afi'airs, and that 
it was formed with a person she scarcely knew. It occurred 
" the latter end of February." Then she continued " in a 
bad state of health," and " as her Physician informed me, 
Dyed the 13 Instant." 

Alexander Durdin was, it is stated, of a family " origi- 
nally from the county of Norfolk." Ann Vaux Penn was 
his third wife. In the brief time between her marriage to 
him and her death, something less than two months, she 
had made her will in his favor, thus carrying to him that 
part of the Penn property in Ireland and America which 
her first husband, William Penn, 3d, had left to their son, 
Springett, 3d, and which the latter, at his death, had left to 
her. Her will was dated March 11, 1767, and Alexander 
Durdin was by it " devisee and residuary legatee." The 
will also created a trusteeship, the precise nature of which 
I have not investigated, James Duncan (who. died before 
March 16, 1784) and Joseph Hoare, " of Dublin, Esquire," 
being trustees. 

Mr. Durdin promptly entered into correspondence with 
Thomas Penn. He writes him from Dublin, August 13, 
1767. He has received a letter " from Mr. Ben : Pike in 
Corke," about the cutting off the entail. Mr. Penington 
has since sent him a " copy of the Recovery suffered by Mr. 
Springett Penn." He has consulted counsel, and is informed 
as to his rights. He will sell the Pennsylvania interest to 
Thomas Penn sooner than any one else ; he will act fairly. 
His letter reads as though candid and reasonable, though 
it may have been neither. 1 

1 In 1784 Mr. Durdin gave letters of attorney (in which Hoare, the 
surviving trustee, joined) to Eichard Durdin, " of the city of Dublin, 
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We need not, however, dwell on this branch of the sub- 
ject. The second marriage episode of William Penn, 3d, 
closes here, with the single exception — not an unimportant 
one to the lawyers — that a lawsuit followed between Alex- 
ander Durdin and Christiana Gulielma (Penn) Gaskell, the 
half-sister of Springett Penn, which lasted out the eigh- 
teenth century. " Christiana Gulielma's fortune was never 
paid," Maria Webb says, 1 " and Durdin resisted the claims 
made upon him to obtain it. The result was a long suit in 
chancery, which did not terminate till the year 1800, when 
the Shangarry estate was divided between the heirs-at-law of 
Peter Gaskell and Alexander Durdin." Springett's will, it 
appears, was executed December 21, 1762, but the "recov- 
ery" suffered by him to bar the entail was not completed 
until April, 1764. An opinion by Henry Wilmot, counsel 
for Thomas Penn, remaining in the Penn papers, says, there- 
fore, that as to the Pennsbury Manor Springett died intes- 
tate. In England, intestate property could not go to heirs 
of the half-blood, — i.e., the Gaskells; it would go to the 
Crown first; but Wilmot says he does not know the Penn- 
sylvania law as to this. 

We return, now, to pursue the line from Christiana Guli- 
elma Penn, the daughter of William Penn, 3d, by his first 
wife, Christian Forbes. She was born, as already stated, 
October 22, 1733. She married Peter Gaskell, of Bath, 
England. Prom the similarity of their arms it is inferred 
that his family was related to the Gaskells of Lancashire, a 

gentleman, eldest son of Alexander Durdin," empowering him to take 
charge of the property in Pennsylvania and Delaware which had come 
to Alexander from his wife. One of these letters was dated March 16, 
1784, and acknowledged before the Lord Mayor of Dublin, and a subse- 
quent one, September 17, 1784, was acknowledged before the Lord Mayor 
of Cork. Eichard Durdin, no doubt, then came to this country. He 
was, it is stated, a son of Alexander by his second wife, and married a 
Miss Esmonde, daughter and co-heiress of Sir John Esmonde, of Hunt- 
ington Castle, near Ferris, Ireland. Members of the Durdin family, 
Miss Fanny Durdin and her brother, died in Philadelphia 1812 and 
1809. ( Of. Penna. Mag., Vol. V. p. 364.) 
1 "Penns and Peningtons," p. 437, American edition. 
Vol. xxii. — 13 
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representative of which was the family of that name at 
Beaumont Hall in that county, and Kiddington Hall, Oxford. 1 
The home of some of his immediate ancestors, it has been 
stated, was Macclesfield, Cheshire. 2 His marriage to Chris- 
tiana Gulielma Penn took place in 1761. Thomas Penn, in 
England, writing to William Peters, at Philadelphia, Octo- 
ber 9 of that year, says, " Miss Penu's and Miss Freame's 
accounts I shall expect soon ; the former is married to one 
Mr. Gaskell ; I suppose he and his wife must send over a joint 
power-of-attorney." And later, December 12, same year, 
he writes, " Miss Christiana Penn is married to Mr. Gaskel ; 
they send a power-of-attorney by a ship that is expected to 
go soon for Philadelphia to you and Mr. Hockley, to finish 
the sale of her land." 

Peters and Hockley had been Miss Penn's agents before 
her marriage ; she had given them her letter of attorney, 
March 5, 1755, some months after she came of age. She 
describes herself in the letter as " of London, spinster." 
Prom her great-aunt, Letitia Aubrey, she had inherited 
valuable lots and lands in the city of Philadelphia, the 
old Manor of Mount Joy (Upper Merion Township), and 
Pagg's Manor. 3 These several properties continued to be 

1 Of. Burke, " County Families," edition of 1868. 

2 Statement of Peter Penn-Gaskell Hall to the author. — A member 
of the family, writing late in the last century, describes a visit to the 
grave of Peter Gaskell's grandfather, at or near Macclesfield. — Martin, 
" History of Chester (Pennsylvania)," in connection with remarks on the 
Penn-Gaskells, refers to " the Gaskells of Kolfe's Hold, Bucks." 

3 Fagg's Manor was created by William Penn in 1682, being a grant 
of fifty thousand acres to Sir John Fagg, as trustee for his (W. P.'s) 
wife and children. It was not laid out until 1700, when Penn was in 
Pennsylvania the second time, and perhaps not more than thirty thou- 
sand acres were located. It included in part several townships of 
southern Chester County, and extended over the line into Newcastle 
County, Delaware. Letitia Aubrey's share appears to have been at least 
seven thousand one hundred and seventy-five acres (Futhey and Cope's 
"History of Chester County, Pennsylvania"). Peters and Hockley 
sold in 1758 for C. G. Penn several tracts in this manor, one of which, it 
is stated, — one hundred and eighty two and a half acres, sold to Thomas 
Charlton, — remains (1897) partly or entirely in the ownership of his 
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objects of concern and attention by her several agents from 
the time stated, 1755, down to her death in 1803. Space 
cannot be afforded here to go into the subject, but a com- 
plete examination of the record offices for Philadelphia and 
Chester Counties would develop a vast mass of business and 
legal details of some interest, as showing the connection of 
the Penn family, in its elder branch, with the soil of Penn- 
sylvania. Besides William Peters and Richard Hockley, 
other agents were Miers Fisher, Thomas Clifford, and John 
Abraham de Normandie, who were constituted in 1785, on 
the death of Peter Gaskell ; Edward Edwards, constituted 
1794; Israel Morris, of Harford County, Maryland; and 
Christiana Gulielma's son, Peter Gaskell (afterwards Peter 
Penn-Gaskell), who came to this country about 1785, prob- 
ably upon his father's decease. 

In 1774 proceedings were begun to effect a " common 
recovery" of entailed family property in Philadelphia, in 
which the Gaskells represented a three-fourths interest (de- 
rived two-fourths from Christiana Gulielma's uncle Spring- 
ett and one-fourth from her father), while the other one- 
fourth was the share of the Fell-Thomas branch, represented 
at that time by " Charles Hurst and others," with whom a 
partition was effected in 1775. A suit for damages brought 
by Hurst and John Barron against Christiana Gulielma 
Gaskell resulted in a judgment for the plaintiffs, in the 
Court of Common Pleas of Philadelphia County, at the 
June Term, 1786, for four thousand five hundred and thirty- 
six pounds, with costs, and a number of the defendant's city 
properties were levied on by the sheriff, and some sold, 
before a settlement was effected, January 1, 1790. 

In 1785 Peter Gaskell died. The children of himself and 
wife are stated as five in number, as follows : * 

grandson of the same name. Sir John Fagg was a cousin of William 
Penn the Founder's first wife ; the mother of Mary Proude (Springett- 
Penington) was Ann Fagg. [Cf. brief table, ante.) 

1 Browning, " Americans of Eoyal Descent ;" Thomas Gilpin's " Chart 
of Penn Family ;" MS. sketch, by C. E. Hildeburn, in collections of 
the Historical Society of Pennsylvania. Of. also Burke's "Landed 
Gentry," edition of 1879. 
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1. Thomas Penn-Gaskell, who inherited the Irish and 
other property. He is described as of Shangarry (or Shan- 
nagarry), and died at Dublin, Ireland, in 1823, without 
living issue. A contemporary obituary notice says, — 

" Died at his house, in Fitzwilliam-Square, Dublin, on the 19th of 
October, 1823, aged 61, Thomas Penn Gaskell, of Shanagarry, in the 
county of Cork, Esq. This gentleman was the heir-general of the cele- 
brated legislator William Penn. . . . His estate in the county of Cork 
Mr. Gaskell inherited by lineal succession from his illustrious ancestor, 
Vice-Admiral Sir William Penn. . . . After being engaged forty years 
in a suit in the Irish Chancery, and expending upward of £20,000, he 
obtained a decree to possess his estate. 1 He married in the year 1794, 
a daughter of the Dowager Countess of Glandore, who lived but a few 
years; they had only one son, who died an infant. After so much 
affliction he retired from the world and lived a very secluded life." 

His Irish property descended to his brother next named. 

2. Peter Penn-Gaskell. See below. 

3. Alexander Forbes Gaskell (or Penn-Gaskell), d. s. p. 

4. William Gaskell (or Penn-Gaskell), of London, who 
had two children : (1) William Penn-Gaskell, born Febru- 
ary 20, 1808 ; (2) Elizabeth, d. s. p. Of these, William mar- 
ried and had ten children, the youngest of whom is George 
Penn-Gaskell, of (1898) No. 12, Nicoll Road, Willesden, 
S.W., London. 

5. Jane Gaskell (or Penn-Gaskell), d. s. p. 2 
Christiana Gulielma Gaskell survived her husband eigh- 
teen years. Her mother's memorial in " Piety Promoted," 
already cited, says she " died a widow at Bath, in 1803." 
The place named is an error. She continued her residence 
at Bath for several years after her husband's death, and is so 
described in legal papers ; but in 1795, and perhaps earlier, 
she is described as " of Thornhaugh street, in the parish of 
St. Giles in the Fields, in the county of Middlesex, Eng- 

1 This allusion refers, perhaps, to the litigation between the Gaskells 
and Alexander Durdin rather than to a lawsuit by Thomas Penn-Gaskell. 

2 The names of Nos. 3, 4, and 5 are placed according to the order of a 
MS. pedigree by C. E. Hildeburn ; the statement that Nos. 3 and 5 d. s. p. 
is given on the authority of Browning, " Americans of Royal Descent." 
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land," and she there died. The Gentleman's Magazine con- 
tains the following notice : 

[March, 1803] " 24. At her house in Thornhaugh-street, Bedford- 
square [London] aged 69, Mra. Gaskell, relict of Peter G., esq., of the 
city of Bath, and only daughter of Wm. Penn, esq., late of Shannagarry, 
co. Cork, Ireland, the grandson and heir of William Penn. . . ." 

Peter Penn-Gaskell, son of Peter Gaskell and Christiana 
Gulielma Penn, came, as stated, to this country about 1785. 
He married, 1793, Elizabeth, daughter of Nathan Edwards, 
of Kadnor, Delaware County, Pennsylvania. He died July 
16, 1831, as stated by the inscription on his tombstone in 
the Baptist Church of Lower Merion, Pennsylvania, which 
adds that his age was sixty-eight years, thus fixing his birth as 
in 1763. He purchased, 1796, three years after his marriage, 
of John Bewley, a tract of land and residence in Radnor 
(near the present railway station, Villa Nova), which he 
called " Ashwood," and which remained in the family pos- 
session until 1888. In 1823, upon the decease of his brother 
Thomas Penn-Gaskell, he came into succession as owner of 
the Irish property, and he was thereafter known as " of 
Shangarry." He assumed, "by royal license," May 31, 
1824, " in compliance with the testamentary injunction of 
his brother," the additional surname of Penn, 1 and the 
family name has since so continued. 

Elizabeth (Edwards) Penn-Gaskell, widow of Peter, died 
July 19, 1834, " aged 62 years." In her will, dated June 
21, and proved September 12, 1834, she leaves three thou- 
sand dollars for tombstones to be placed over the remains 
of her husband, herself, and their children, in the Baptist 
burial-ground at Lower Merion. 3 

The children of Peter Penn-Gaskell and Elizabeth 
Edwards were eight in number, as follows : 

1. William, born 1794 ; died unmarried October 12, 1817. 
Buried at Lower Merion Baptist Church. 

1 Burke's "Landed Gentry," edition of 1879. 

s They were so placed, and the inscriptions upon them have been used 
for this essay. 
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2. Thomas, whom Burke (" Landed Gentry," edition of 
1879) describes " of Ballymaloe, county Cork, Ireland, and 
Penn Hall, Montgomery county, Pa., born 1796." He was 
married, December 22, 1825, by Eight Rev. Bishop "White, 
to Mary, daughter of George McClenachan. He died at his 
home, " Penn Cottage," in Lower Merion, near Philadelphia, 
" at 5 o'clock," on the morning of Sunday, October 18, 1846, 
" in the 52nd year of his age." He was buried " in his 
vault," at St. John's R. C. Church, Thirteenth Street, above 
Chestnut, Philadelphia, on the 20th. 1 His wife Mary died 
December 21, 1867, " at Penn Cottage, Lower Merion," and 
was buried on the 24th, in the vault at St. John's, with her 
husband. They appear to have had no children. 

3. Eliza, died unmarried, at " Ashwood," November 23, 
1865, " aged 67 years," and was buried at Lower Merion. 
She had been resident at " Ashwood" all her life, and by 
her will (1861, codicil 1862) she made elaborate provision 
designed to preserve the ownership in tbe family; after 
partition, however, the last part of it, about fifty acres, was 
sold, 1888, to Dr. J. M. Da Costa, of Philadelphia. 

4. Alexander Forbes, died unmarried, at "Ashwood," 
September 8, 1829, " aged 27 years," and was buried at 
Lower Merion. 

5. Peter, married Louisa Heath, and had issue. See 
below. 

6. Christiana Gulielma, married "William Swabric Hall, 
and had issue. See below. 

7. Jane, died unmarried, July 7, 1852, " aged 24 years," 
and was buried at Lower Merion. 

8. Isaac, died unmarried, without issue, October 24, 1842, 
" aged 32 years," and was buried at Lower Merion. His 
will, dated October 23, 1842, was probated May 16, 1843, 
his brother, Thomas Penn-Gaskell, to whom letters of ad- 
ministration had previously been granted, withdrawing 
them and consenting to the probate, " though," the record 

1 Funeral notice in Pennsylvania Inquirer ; " History of the Friendly 
Sons of St. Patrick," etc., Philadelphia, 1892. The latter mentions that 
Thomas Penn-Gaskell became a member of the Hibernian Society, 1835. 
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says, " his belief of the mental incapacity of the [deceased] 
to make a will remains unaltered." Browning (" Americans 
of Royal Descent") designates Isaac Penn-Gaskell as " Dr.," 
and adds " of Paris." 

Peter Penn-Gaskell, "of Shangarry," second of that 
name, son of Peter and Elizabeth, was born April 3, 1803, 
and married, February 15, 1825, Louisa Adelaide, daughter 
of Charles P. Heath. She was descended through her 
mother, Esther Keeley, from Captain Anthony Wayne, the 
grandfather of General Anthony Wayne, her great-grand- 
mother being Esther Wayne, a first cousin of the general. 
Peter Penn-Gaskell, 2d, died April 6, 1866. He describes 
himself in his will as " of No. 1613 Chestnut street, in the 
City of Philadelphia," and " of Shangarry, in the county of 
Cork, in Ireland." His will is very long. He leaves Shan- 
garry to his son William, and then to Peter, who received 
it by William's decease. 

Louisa, wife of Peter Penn-Gaskell, 2d, survived him. 
Her will, dated June 29, 1869, was made in London, and 
describes her as " of Philadelphia, in the United States of 
America, but now residing at Eastbourne Terrace, Hyde 
Park, London, widow." It had three codicils added, the 
latest March 27, 1877, and was proved in Philadelphia July 
30, 1878. The last codicil mentions her son Peter as " now 
living in London." 

The children of Peter Penn-Gaskell, 2d, and Louisa 
Heath were ten in number, as follows : 

1. Elizabeth, born 1828 ; died 1869 ; married Samuel Ruff 
Skillern, M.D., of Huntsville, Alabama. By this marriage 
there were two children. The younger was Louella, who 
died aged three years ; the other was Penn-Gaskell Skillern, 
M.D., of Philadelphia, born April 28, 1856 ; married Octo- 
ber 17, 1878, Anna Dorsey, and has issue : (1) Violet Skillern, 
born November 13, 1879 ; (2) Peter Penn-Gaskell Skillern, 
Jr., born March 26, 1882. 

2. Louisa, married, May 15, 1845, at St. Stephen's P. E. 
Church, Philadelphia, by Rev. H. W. Ducachet, D.D., Wil- 
liam Gerald Fitzgerald, of New York. (Burke's " Landed 
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Gentry," describes him as " of "Waterford.") She died 
1853, without issue. 

3. Mary Gulielma, died young. 

4. Gulielma, died unmarried, 1852. (" A beautiful girl, 
who died young." — Martin, "History of Chester, Pennsyl- 
vania.") 

5. Hetty, died unmarried. 

6. Mary, married, 1855, Dr. Isaac T. Coates, of Chester, 
Pennsylvania, and died August 22, 1877. Dr. Coates died 
June 23, 1883. They had one son, Harold Penn-Gaskell 
Coates, who married Miss Jarvis, of Philadelphia. 

7. William, died unmarried, December 6, 1865, " aged 29 
years." He was the oldest son, and would have inherited the 
family property in Great Britain. He served with credit in the 
national army in the war for the Union. The record * shows 
him to have been mustered into the United States service, 
August 9, 1862, at Camp Struthers, Philadelphia, as second 
lieutenant of the Independent Company of Acting Engi- 
neers (authority for recruiting which was given by the Sec- 
retary of War June 2, 1862). He was promoted to first 
lieutenant December 16, 1862 ; to captain March 30, 1863 ; 
and discharged on surgeon's certificate July 5, 1864. His 
death was caused by consumption, " after a lingering and 
distressingly painful illness." An extended obituary, signed 
I. T. C. (Dr. Isaac T. Coates, his brother-in-law, no doubt), 
published in a New Orleans newspaper, January 13, 1866, 
mentions the cause of his death, as stated above, and says 
he " breathed his last in the bosom of his family, and sur- 
rounded by every member of it . . . father . . . mother 
. . . sisters, and . . . brother." The notice speaks highly 
of his scholarship; "his acquirements for one so young 
were very great." Science, metaphysics, history, romance, 
are mentioned as familiar to him. In standard poetry he 
had read everything " from the Edda of the icy North to the 
sweet lyrics of sunny Italy." His modest and retiring char- 
acter is especially dwelt on, " yet when his sweet voice was 

1 Bates's "History of Pennsylvania Volunteers," Vol. V. p. 919. 
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heard, dignity of speech, good sense, and social eloquence 
always accompanied it." 

8. Jane, who married "Washington Irving, U.S.N. (a 
nephew, it is stated, of the eminent author), and died 1863, 
without issue. 

9. Emily, married, 1864, John Paul Quinn, M.D., surgeon 
U.S.N., and had one son, Granville Penn-Gaskell Quinn, 
who died 1893, aged twenty-two. 

10. Peter, horn October 24, 1843, who succeeded to the 
family property on the death of his father, 1866, and has 
since resided abroad, mostly in London. He served with 
distinction on the national side in the American civil war. 
He was commissioned second lieutenant in the First Regi- 
ment New Jersey Cavalry April 7, 1862, and first lieutenant 
November 7, 1862 ; was promoted to captain October 23, 
1863, and resigned February 3, 1864, to become major of 
the Second Louisiana Cavalry, in which position he served 
until September 7, 1864. He married, July 6, 1869, Mary 
Kathleen, eldest daughter of Charles Edward Stubbs, Esq., 
of Sussex Square, Hyde Park, London, formerly of Lima, 
Peru. Some time after his marriage Mr. Penn-Gaskell 
visited this country. The portrait of William Penn (follow- 
ing the painting in armor), engraved by W. G. Armstrong, 
and placed as the frontispiece to the first volume of the 
Pennsylvania Magazine, was inscribed to him, 1877, by 
the Historical Society of Pennsylvania. Accompanying 
this engraving are the arms of Penn-Gaskell of Shangarry. 
As described by Burke they are : 

" Quarterly : 1st and 4th, or, three bars engrailed vert, in chief a rose 
gu. barbed and seeded ppr., between two trefoils slipped of the second, 
for Gaskell ; 2d and 3d the arms of Penn, viz., arg., on a fess sa. 
three plates a canton, gu., thereon a crown, ppr., representing the royal 
crown of King Charles II. Crests for Gaskell: A sinister arm embowed 
with an anchor erect with cable sa. Motto over, ' Spes.' Of Penn : a 
demi-lion arg., gorged with a collar sa., charged with three plates. 
Motto over, ' Pennsylvania.' " 

The children of Peter and Mary Kathleen Penn-Gaskell 
are three in number : "William, "Winifred, Percy. 
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Christiana Gulielma Penn-Gaskell, daughter of Peter 
Penn-Gaskell and Elizabeth Edwards, married, January 2, 
1827, William Swabric Hall, and died March 29, 1830, 
" aged 24 years ;" she was buried in the Baptist chureh-yard 
at Lower Merion. William Swabric Hall, born in Eng- 
land, near Liverpool, 1799, came to Philadelphia about 1825. 
He died September 26, 1862, " aged 63 years," and was 
buried at Lower Merion. They had two children : William 
Penn-Gaskell Hall, who died unmarried, May 2, 1862, aged 
thirty-five years, and was buried at Lower Merion, and Peter 
Penn-Gaskell Hall, of Philadelphia, of whom below. 

Peter Penn-Gaskell Hall, second son of William S. Hall 
and Christiana Gulielma Penn-Gaskell, is a graduate of 
Princeton College (now University), New Jersey, and studied 
law and was admitted to the bar of Philadelphia. At the 
outbreak of the war against the Union, 1861, he entered the 
national service. He was commissioned second lieutenant 
of the Twenty-sixth Pennsylvania Infantry May 31, 1861, and 
first lieutenant August 25, 1861 ; was honorably mustered 
out February 16, 1863 ; and was appointed additional pay- 
master, with the rank of major, November 6, 1863. On 
November 15, 1865, he was honorably mustered out. Jan- 
uary 17, 1867, he was commissioned paymaster of the regu- 
lar army of the United States, with the rank of major, and 
continued in that position until July 2, 1891, when he was 
honorably retired, having served over twenty years. He 
is President of the Colonial Society of Pennsylvania. He 
married, December 24, 1861, Annie M. Mixsell, daughter 
of Philip Mixsell, of Easton, Pennsylvania; she died at 
Vicksburg, Mississippi, February 14, 1869, and was buried 
at the Baptist Church, Lower Merion. Secondly, he mar- 
ried, at San Antonio, Texas, November, 1871, Amelia 
Mixsell. Issue by both marriages, eight children, as be- 
low: 

1. Christiana Gulielma, born at "Ashwood" April 19, 
1863. 

2. Eliza, born at Baltimore, Maryland, February 1, 1865 ; 
married, July 1, 1892, Henry J. Hancock, member of the 
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Philadelphia bar, son of George W. and Elizabeth (James) 
Hancock. They have issue, a daughter, Jean Barclay Penn- 
Gaskell, born March 24, 1893. 

3. Edward Swabric, born at " Ashwood" January, 1867 ; 
died at Vicksburg, Mississippi, January, 1869. 

4. Amelia, born at Vicksburg, Mississippi, January, 1869 ; 
died at Holly Springs, Mississippi, May, 1869. 

5. "William, born at San Antonio, Texas, January 16, 1873. 

6. Peter, born at New York City March 14, 1875. 

7. Amelia, born at New York City February 9, 1877. 

8. Philip, born at " Ashwood" September 10, 1878. 
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Hetty, d. s. p. 2. Amelia Mixsell. 

Mary, m. Dr. I. T. Coates. Issue. I 

William, d. s. p. I 

Jane, m. Washington Irving, s. p. Christiana Gulielma. 

Emily, m. J. P. Quinn. Issue d. Eliza, m. H. J. Hancock. Issue. 

Peter, m. Mary Kathleen Stubbs. Issue. Edward S., d. 

Amelia, d. 

William. 

Peter. 

Amelia. 

Philip. 

(To be continued.) 



